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FIC SUPPORTS INTERVENTIONS TO CURB ILLEGAL KILLING OF RHINOS 

 
The Financial Intelligence Centre (FIC) is committed to supporting the efforts of law 
enforcement authorities in identifying, investigating and prosecuting those involved in the 
illegal poaching and hunting of rhinos. 
 

Rhino poaching is a widespread 
serious criminal activity and involves 
criminal organisations with networks 
both within and outside South Africa. 
Since January 2011, a total of 300 
rhinos have been illegally poached, 
with 176 of these killings having taken 
place in the Kruger National Park in 
Mpumalanga.  
 
As at December 2010, conservation 
organisation, Save the Rhino, 
estimated that South Africa had 18 780 
white and 1 916 black rhinos. 
 

The FIC regards rhino poaching as a scourge and a criminal activity which is impacting 
negatively on our natural heritage and conservation efforts. 
 
Criminals involved in illegal rhino poaching stand to gain huge amounts of money. The 
International Rhino Foundation estimates that illegally poached rhino horns can fetch around 
UK £35 000 per kilogram. 
 
The South African Police Services has declared the illegal killing of rhinos and the illegal 
trade in rhino horn as a priority crime. 
 
The FIC’s mandate is to identify the proceeds of acts of crime, money laundering and the 
financing of terrorism, and where necessary, to share relevant information with the law 
enforcement agencies and the South African Revenue Services.  
 
All business in South Africa has the legal obligation, and indeed a social responsibility, to 
report to the FIC any financial transactions they believe to have involved wrongdoing.  
 
The FIC calls on anyone who has information related to the illegal poaching, sales, 
distribution or any other activities related to rhino horn and to report this to the SAPS Crime 
Stop number 08600 10111 or by SMS to Crime Line 32211. 
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